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creates problems where there need be none and raises mysteries
that are as natural as the trees in our gardens.
That India is a land of romance is another misconception.
There can be no question of her perennial interest, she is aged
in culture and her experience in religious development is vast;
the inspiration behind her art has had its ice ages as well as
its periods of creative warmth; the scenic splendours of India
range from the sublimity of the Himalayas to the wide green
monotony of Bengal; there is as much race divergence in
India as there is in the whole of Europe, and the profundity
of her forests offers the keenest hunters of big game all he can
desire in the way of adventure; but to say that India is romantic
is to declare that a portrait by Lawrence is a landscape by
Crome. India "calls'* irresistibly to all who desire to see why
the East is not the West; to those who crave an education on
a side of human life wholly different from the scientific methods
of the present; to the choice intelligences who refuse to believe
that a thing that strives is always brave and sufficient, but
she cannot be described as romantic. She is grave and old
and stupendous. Her accents are for the calm and gracious.
She has nothing to say to the daytnpper or the engaging
hordes who in the future will spend air/borne week/ends on
the Calcutta maidan, moutlvorgan and sand'Spade complete.
Her temples are laden with symbolism in whose external
ugliness he internal beauties. India, in short, is difficult to
understand when we approach her as we do a Bath bun or
a proposition in Euclid. To the sensationally facile she
turns not only a deaf but a contemptuous ear. For those
who love and understand her she is a paradise of comfort
and inspiration, but the vulgarity of modern romance is her
eternal enemy.
It is, however, true that India is royal. She has been royal
since its instinctive trek through the jungles north of the
Himalayas forced the first Aryan tnbe to regard itself as a
distinctive entity. There can be little doubt that India's
early organisation was instinctive; the strongest or oldest of the